Matters for Prayer
Prayer for our Church and personal matters
1. Pasadena URC
a. Ministry: preaching, absentees, sins, unity, love
b. Member’s needs: health, finances, family, intimacy
2. Concerns about friends and family
Prayer for the growth of the Kingdom
3. Local evangelism
a. Neighbors
b. Schools
4. URCNA, sister Churches
5. Domestic Church plants
6. International missions
______________________________________________________________
Please utilize the prayer maps you were provided showing the mission works and
Church planting of the United Reformed Churches in North America.
Pray for the Church’s mission to the world, this week focusing on unreached
peoples groups.
1. Burkina Faso (3/21-22) Islam is strong in the land
Church is contaminated with animism, but faithful preaching is
occurring and many Muslims are turning to Jesus
2. Burundi (3/23) Nominally Christian, strong hatreds dividing the nation
many realize that shallow faith of no value, seeking true teaching
3. Cambodia (3/24-25) Buddhist, but with an openness to Christian witness
4. Cameroon (3/26-3/27) Liberation theology (Marxism), Pentecostalism;
Muslims strong in the north, some important leaders turning to Jesus,
giving some hope for this land
5. Canada (3/28-3/29) growth of secularism, decline of faithful Churches,
large influx of Muslims; URCNA and CanRC evangelizing and
growing
_____________________________________________________________
Pray for our nation and state
1. That Christian Churches preach the pure word of the Gospel
2. That Christians understand orthodox doctrine and live Christ honoring
lives of gratitude
3. Those who are in positions of power serve with humility and wisdom
4. That wars will cease, and peace will come
5. Christians will rise up to minister to the men and women whose lives
are destroyed due to gross immorality and sinful lives.
______________________________________________________________
Among our own congregation:
1. Faithfulness to our membership vows
2. That we learn to love Christ’s body, the Church, our fellow believers,
and practice this love tangibly
3. To take this opportunity to encourage one another
____________________________________________________________
Please inform the Church of matters for prayer.
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Lord's Day Worship Service (11:10am)

* THE CALL TO WORSHIP
* THE INVOCATION
Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were
created. (Rev 4:11)
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing! To him who sits
on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever! Amen.” (Rev. 5:12-13)
* GOD'S GREETING
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come,
and from the Seven Spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.
(Rev 1:4-5)

AMEN
* THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through
him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made man.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was
buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He
ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will
never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He
proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic1 and apostolic2 church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection
from the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
1. ("catholic" here means "universal", affirming that there has always been and always will be
only one true Christian Church.)
2. (“apostolic” refers to the doctrines as taught by the Apostles of Jesus and written in the Scriptures)

* PSALM 71 v. 1-16: In Thee O LORD, I Put My Trust
1

THE READING OF THE LAW
What does God tell us in the Scriptures?
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” (Jn 14:15) “Blessed is
the one whose way has integrity, who walks in the law of the LORD, who
also does not pursue unrighteousness, and sends away evildoers, that he
may keep the commandments of God. (Ps 119:1,3,115)
Rom. 12:9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
conceited. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all.
19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for
it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
Can those who are converted to God keep these Commandments perfectly?
No. In this life even the holiest men have only a small beginning of
this obedience.1 Nevertheless, with all seriousness of purpose, they do
begin to live not only according to some, but according to all the
Commandments of God.2. (Heidelberg Catechism # 114)
[1] Ecc 7:20; Rom 7:14-15; 1 Cor 13:9; 1 Jn 1:8-10;
[2] Job 9:2-3; Ps 1:1-2, 19:13; Rom 7:22-25; Php 3:12-16; Jas 2:10-11

What is your only comfort in life and in death?
That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death,[1] am not my own,[2]
but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ,[3] who with His precious
blood[4] has fully satisfied for all my sins,[5] and redeemed me from all the
power of the devil;[6] and so preserves me[7] that without the will of my
Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head;[8] indeed, that all
things must work together for my salvation.[9] Wherefore, by His Holy
Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life,[10] and makes me heartily
willing and ready from now on to live unto Him.[11]. (Heidelberg Catechism # 1)

[1] Rom 14:7-9; [2] 1 Cor 6:19-20; [3] 1 Cor 3:23; Tit 2:14; [4] 1 Pt 1:18-19; [5] 1 Jn 1:7; 2:2;
[6] Jn 8:34-36; Heb 2:14-15; 1 Jn 3:8; [7] Jn 6:39-40, 10:27-30; 2 Thes 3:3; 1 Pt 1:5; [8] Mt 10:29-31;
Lk 21:16-18; [9] Rom 8:28; [10] Rom 8:15-16; 2 Cor 1:21-22, 5:5; Eph 1:13-14; [11] Rom 8:14

(SILENT CONFESSION)
PRAyER OF CONFESSION
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* DECLARATION OF PARDON (Absolution of sin)
To you who by faith have confessed and repented of your sins, and trusted in
Jesus’ merit alone, I declare in the Name of Christ and by the authority of
His Word that your sins are forgiven, the record of your transgressions is
blotted away, and your everlasting salvation is hid now in Christ, who will
resurrect you in the last day. (1Jn 2:12; Is 43:25; Col 3:3; Jn 6:39)
* PSALM 32: How Blest Is He Whose Trespass
THE PASTORAL PRAyER
THE LORD'S PRAyER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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* O.T. TEXT: Genesis 50:20; Psalm 71; 115:1-3
Gn. 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good,
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.
Psa. 71:1 In you, yahweh, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame!
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me, and
save me! 3 Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you
have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.
4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of
the unjust and cruel man. 5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD,
from my youth. 6 Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he
who took me from my mother’s womb. My praise is continually of you.
7 I have been as a portent to many, but you are my strong refuge. 8 My
mouth is filled with your praise, and with your glory all the day. 9 Do not
cast me off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength is spent.
10 For my enemies speak concerning me; those who watch for my life consult together 11 and say, “God has forsaken him; pursue and seize him, for
there is none to deliver him.”
12 O God, be not far from me; O my God, make haste to help me! 13 May
my accusers be put to shame and consumed; with scorn and disgrace may
they be covered who seek my hurt. 14 But I will hope continually and will
praise you yet more and more. 15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,
of your deeds of salvation all the day, for their number is past my knowledge.
16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come; I will remind them of
your righteousness, yours alone.
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your
wondrous deeds. 18 So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake
me, until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all those
to come. 19 your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens. you who
have done great things, O God, who is like you? 20 you who have made me
see many troubles and calamities will revive me again; from the depths of the
earth you will bring me up again. 21 you will increase my greatness and
comfort me again.
22 I will also praise you with the harp for your faithfulness, O my God; I
will sing praises to you with the lyre, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will
shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; my soul also, which you have
redeemed. 24 And my tongue will talk of your righteous help all the day
long, for they have been put to shame and disappointed who sought to do me
hurt.
Psa. 115:1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the
sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!
2 Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” 3 Our God is in the
heavens; he does all that he pleases.
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* N.T. TEXT: Matthew 10:29-31; Acts 2:23; Romans 5:1-5; 8:35,38-39;
11:33-36; Philippians 4:4-9; 1Thessalonians 5:16-18
Matt. 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your
head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than
many sparrows.
Acts 2:23 ... this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.
Rom. 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us.
Rom. 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?
... 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom. 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For
who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 Or
who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from him and
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
Phil. 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
1Th. 5:16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
SERMON: His Providence Rules Over All
* HyMN: God Moves In A Mysterious Way
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Heidelberg Catechism:
Second Part: Grace (Q. 12-87) Lord’s Day 10
27. What do you understand by the providence of God?
The almighty, everywhere-present power of God,[1] whereby, as it were by His
hand, He still upholds heaven and earth with all creatures,[2] and so governs them
that herbs and grass, rain and drought,[3] fruitful and barren years, meat and
drink,[4] health and sickness,[5] riches and poverty,[6] indeed, all things come not by
chance,[7] but by His fatherly hand.[8]

[1] Jer 23:23-24; Acts 17:24-28; [2] Heb 1:3; [3] Jer 5:24; [4] Acts 14:15-17; [5] Jn 9:3;
[6] Job 1:21; Ps 103:19; Prov 22:2; Rom 5:3-5; [7] Prov 16:33; [8] Mt 10:29; Eph 1:1

28. What does it profit us to know that God created, and by His providence
upholds, all things?
That we may be patient in adversity,[1] thankful in prosperity,[2] and for what is future have good confidence in our faithful God and Father, that no creature shall
separate us from His love,[3] since all creatures are so in His hand, that without His
will they cannot so much as move.[4]
[1] Job 1:21-22; Ps 39:10; Rom 5:3; Jas 1:3; [2] Deut 8:10; 1 Thes 5:18;
[3] Ps 55:22; Rom 5:3-5, 8:35, 38-39; [4] Job 1:12, 2:6; Ps 71:7; Prov 21:1; Acts 17:24-28; 2 Cor 1:10
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Belgic Confession Of Faith: Article 13: Of the Providence of God
We believe that the same good God, after He had created all things, did not
forsake them or give them up to fortune or chance,1 but that He rules and
governs them according to His holy will, so that nothing happens in this
world without His appointment;2 nevertheless, God neither is the Author of
nor can be charged with the sins which are committed.3 For His power and
goodness are so great and incomprehensible that He ordains and executes
His work in the most excellent and just manner, even then when devils and
wicked men act unjustly.4 And as to what He does surpassing human
understanding, we will not curiously inquire farther than our capacity will
admit of; but with the greatest humility and reverence adore the righteous
judgments of God, which are hid from us,5 contenting ourselves that we are
pupils of Christ, to learn only those things which He has revealed to us in
His Word, without transgressing these limits.6
This doctrine gives us unspeakable consolation, since we are taught
thereby that nothing can befall us by chance, but by the direction of our
most gracious and heavenly Father; who watches over us with a paternal
care, keeping all creatures so under His power that not a hair of our head
(for they are all numbered), nor a sparrow can fall to the ground without the
will of our Father,7 in whom we do entirely trust; being persuaded that He so
restrains the devil and all our enemies that without His will and permission
they cannot hurt us.8
And therefore we reject that damnable error of the Epicureans, who say
that God regards nothing but leaves all things to chance.

1. 1 Jn 5:17; Heb 1:3; 2. Ps 115:3; Prov 16:1, 9, 33, 21:1; Eph 1:11-12; Jas 4:13-15; 3. Jas 1:13; 1 Jn 2:16;
4. Job 1:21; Isa 10:5, 45:7; Amos 3:6; Acts 2:23, 4:27-28; 5. 1 Kgs 22:19-23; Rom 1:28; 2 Thes 2:11;
6. Deut 29:29; 1 Cor 4:6;
7. Mt 10:29-30
8. Gen 45:8, 50:20; 2 Sam 16:10; Rom 8:28, 38-39
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LORD’S TABLE
(Please respect our policy for participation in the Lord’s Table, printed on the
inside front cover. Note that cups in the center ring contain grape juice.)
FORMULARy
We read in the Scriptures, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said,
"This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the
same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes. Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the
blood of the Lord. (1Cor 11:23-27)
How is it signified and sealed to you in the Holy Supper that you partake of
the one sacrifice of Christ on the cross and all His benefits?
Thus: that Christ has commanded me and all believers to eat of this broken
bread and to drink of this cup in remembrance of Him, and has joined
therewith these promises: first, that His body was offered and broken on the
cross for me and His blood shed for me, as certainly as I see with my eyes the
bread of the Lord broken for me and the cup communicated to me; and further, that with His crucified body and shed blood He Himself feeds and nourishes my soul to everlasting life, as certainly as I receive from the hand of the
minister and taste with my mouth the bread and cup of the Lord, which are
given me as certain tokens of the body and blood of Christ.
[1]

(Heidelberg Catechism Q. #75)
[1] Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 10:16-17, 11:23-25, 12:13

What does it mean to eat the crucified body and drink the shed blood of
Christ?
It means not only to embrace with a believing heart all the sufferings and
death of Christ, and thereby to obtain the forgiveness of sins and life eternal;
but moreover, also, to be so united more and more to His sacred body by the
Holy Spirit, who dwells both in Christ and in us, that, although He is in
heaven and we on earth, we are nevertheless flesh of His flesh and bone of
His bone, and live and are governed forever by one Spirit, as members of
the same body are governed by one soul.
(Heidelberg Catechism Q. #76)

[1]

[3]

[2]

[4]

[5]

[1] Jn 6:35, 40, 47-48, 50-54; [2] Jn 6:55-56; 1 Cor 12:13; [3] Acts 1:9-11, 3:21; 1 Cor 11:26; Col 3:1;
[4] 1 Cor 6:15, 17, 19; Eph 3:16-19, 5:29-30, 32; 1 Jn 4:13; [5] Jn 6:56-58, 63, 14:23, 15:1-6;
Eph 4:15-16; 1 Jn 3:24

Who are to come to the table of the Lord?
Those who are displeased with themselves for their sins, yet trust that these
are forgiven them, and that their remaining infirmity is covered by the
suffering and death of Christ; who also desire more and more to strengthen
their faith and to amend their life. But the impenitent and hypocrites eat and
drink judgment to themselves.
(Heidelberg Catechism Q. #81)
[1]

[1] Ps 51:3, 103:1-4; Mt 5:6; Jn 7:37-38; 1 Cor 10:19-22, 11:26-32
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Are they, then, also to be admitted to this Supper who show themselves by
their confession and life to be unbelieving and ungodly?
No, for thereby the covenant of God is profaned and His wrath provoked
against the whole congregation; therefore, the Christian Church is bound,
according to the order of Christ and His Apostles, to exclude such persons by
the Office of the Keys until they amend their lives.
(Heidelberg Catechism Q. #82)
[1]

[1] Ps 50:16-17; Isa 1:11-17, 66:3; Jer 7:21-23; Mt 7:6; 1Cor 11:17-34; 2 Thes 3:6; Tit 3:10-11.

Now, unto Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,
and has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. (Rev 1:5,6)
AMEN
PRAyER OF CONSECRATION
SERVING OF COMMUNION
Lift up your spirits and hearts on high.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
EUCHARISTIC PRAyER
THE OFFERING
* PSALM 104 v. 31-36: Praise The Lord, My Soul (tune: Ode to Joy)
31 May the LORD’s majestic glory always last and never fade;
may the LORD rejoice and triumph in the works that He has made.
32 When He gazes on creation, earth begins to shake in fear.
At His touch the mountains tremble; smoke and flames of fire appear.
33 To the LORD throughout my lifetime, to my God I will sing praise.
34 May my meditation please Him, as to Him my song I raise.
35 But may sinners flee before Him, and the wicked be no more.
36 Praise be to the LORD Almighty, O my soul, the LORD adore!
* BENEDICTION
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Rom 15:13,5-6)

AMEN

Remember to reach out to your Sisters and
Brothers in Christ, upholding them in
prayer, and encouraging one another in the
one true
Faith
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