October 25, 2020

Lord's Day Worship Service (11:10am)

* THE CALL TO WORSHIP
* THE INVOCATION
Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my
soul. For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in covenant
love to all who call upon you. All the nations you have made shall come
and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. I give
thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify
your name forever. (Ps 86:4-5,9,12)
* GOD'S GREETING
Grace, mercy, peace and comfort says your God, the LORD, the King, who is
the first and the last, and his Son, our Redeemer, Jesus the Christ, who has
been bestowed the name that is above every name, and the Holy Spirit, who
raised Jesus from the dead and dwells in you. (2Jn 3; Is 40:1; 44:6; Phil 2:9; Rom 8:11)
AMEN
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended
into hell.1 The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic2 church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
1. See Catechism Q/A # 44. His suffering on the cross in my place, rescuing me from hell.
Not a physical descent to a locality
2. "catholic" here means "universal",
affirming that there has always been and always will be only one true Christian Church.

* HYMN: O Worship The King (based on Psalm 104)
THE READING OF THE LAW
In the day you were delivered from the domain of darkness to everlasting life,
there was great joy in the presence of God and his angels. (Col 1:13; Lk 15:10)
You have been called now to glorify God in all of life, knowing and doing his
will. (1Cor 6:20; Rom 12:1-2) And you will know his will from his perfect and most
precious law. (Ps 19:7)

Ex. 20:2 “I am Yahweh your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery.
7 “You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain, for the LORD
will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.”
What is required in the third Commandment?
That we must not by cursing,[1] or by false swearing,[2] nor yet by
unnecessary oaths,[3] profane or abuse the name of God; nor even by our
silence[4] and connivance be partakers of these horrible sins in others;
and in summary, that we use the holy name of God in no other way than
with fear and reverence,[5] so that He may be rightly confessed[6] and
worshiped[7] by us, and be glorified in all our words and works.[8]
(Heidelberg Catechism, Q 99)
[1] Lev 24:10-17; [2] Lev 19:12; [3] Mt 5:37; Jas 5:12; [4] Lev 5:1; Prov 29:24;
[5] Ps 99:1-5; Isa 45:23; Jer 4:2; [6] Mt 10:32-33; Rom 10:9-10; [7] Ps 50:14-15; 1 Tim 2:8;
[8] Rom 2:24; Col 3:16-17; 1 Tim 6:1; 1 Pt 3:15

Is the profaning of God’s name, by swearing and cursing, so grievous a sin
that His wrath is kindled against those also who do not help as much as they
can to hinder and forbid it?
Yes, truly,[1] for no sin is greater and more provoking to God than the
profaning of His name; wherefore He even commanded it to be punished
with death.[2] (Heidelberg Catechism, Q 100) [1] Lev 5:1; [2] Lev 19:12, 24:15-16; Prov 29:24-25
But may we swear reverently by the name of God?
Yes, when the magistrate requires it, or when it may be needful
otherwise, to maintain and promote fidelity and truth to the glory of
God and our neighbor’s good; for such an oath is grounded in God’s
Word,[1] and therefore was rightly used by the saints in the Old and New
Testaments.[2] (Heidelberg Catechism, Q 101)
[1] Deut 6:13, 10:20; Isa 48:1; Jer 4:1-2; Heb 6:16;
[2] Gen 21:24, 31:53-54; Josh 9:15, 19; 1 Sam 24:22; 1 Kgs 1:29-30; Rom 1:9; 2 Cor 1:23

May we swear by “the saints” or by any other creatures?
No, for a lawful oath is a calling upon God, that He, as the only searcher
of hearts, may bear witness to the truth, and punish me if I swear
falsely;[1] which honor is due to no creature.[2]. (Heidelberg Catechism, Q 102)

[1] Rom 9:1; 2 Cor 1:23; [2] Jer 5:7; Isa 65:16; Mt 5:34-37, 23:16-22; Jas 5:12

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
You are a royal priesthood, a holy nation, called to declare the excellencies
of God’s grace. (1Pt 2:9) What have you done? Who had deceived you? Why
have you fallen from your high station? (2Cor 11:3; Rev 2:5) God made you in
his image, upright and holy, but you have sinned against him and his law.
(Gen 1:26; Eph 4:24) Though he did not spare his own Son, you did not believe
that he would graciously give you all things. (Rom 8:32) But now is the day of
repentance. (Is 55:6) The Lord rebukes and reprimands you because he loves
you, and if you hear him now and repent, he is faithful and just and will
forgive you your sins. (Rev 3:19; 1Jn 1:9)

The humbled sinner calls out,
“Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!
And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! (Ps 139:23-24)
Does this law absolve you, or condemn you?
It condemns me because I have sinned, and am without excuse.
(Rom 1:20; 3:23)

Then where is your hope?
God the Father predestined me, Jesus paid for my sins with his own
blood, and the Holy Spirit regenerates me. In sum, now I am justified by
grace alone through faith alone. (Eph 1:5; 1Pt 1:19; Rom 3:24,28; Titus 3:5)
How will you now live before God?
I recognize my high calling, signed and sealed in my baptism, and will
walk in newness of life, a slave to righteousness, under the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, thankful to God for His blessings.
(Rom 6:4, 19; 1Pt 1:2; Col 3:17)

(SILENT CONFESSION)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
* DECLARATION OF PARDON (Absolution of sin)
To you who by faith have confessed and repented of your sins, and trusted
in Jesus’ merit alone, the Scriptures declare in the Name of Christ and by
the authority of His Word that your sins are forgiven, the record of your transgressions is blotted away, and your everlasting salvation is hid now in Christ,
who will resurrect you in the last day. (1Jn 2:12; Is 43:25; Col 3:3; Jn 6:39)
* PSALM 119 v. 89-96: Eternal Is your Word
THE PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

* O.T. TEXT: Isaiah 43:1-3; Ezekiel 36:22-32
Is. 43:1 But now thus says the Yahweh, he who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be
with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume
you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior....
Ezek. 36:22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God:
It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which
you came. 23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among
them. And the nations will know that I am Yahweh, declares the Lord GOD,
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24 I will take
you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into
your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon
the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. 30 I will make
the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never
again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 31 Then you will
remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will
loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. 32 It is not for
your sake that I will act, declares the Lord GOD; let that be known to you. Be
ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel.

* N.T. TEXT: John 14:15-31
John 14:1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also
in me.
John 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper [Advocate,
Councelor] , to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while
and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you
also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you
in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he
it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I
will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to
him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the
word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me.
25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If
you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for
the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place,
so that when it does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me,
31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know
that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.
SERMON: I Give You My Spirit Of Peace
* PSALM 91: Who With God Most High Finds Shelter

LORD’S TABLE
(Please respect our policy for participation in the Lord’s Table, printed on the
inside front cover. Note that cups in the center ring contain grape juice.)

FORMULARY (Belgic Confession Of Faith, Article 35)
We believe and confess that our Savior Jesus Christ did ordain and institute
the sacrament of the holy supper1 to nourish and support those whom He has
already regenerated and incorporated into His family, which is His Church.
Now those who are regenerated have in them a twofold life,2 the one corporal and temporal, which they have from the first birth and is common to all
men; the other spiritual and heavenly, which is given them in their second
birth, which is effected by the Word of the gospel,3 in the communion of the
body of Christ; and this life is not common, but is peculiar to God’s elect. In
like manner God has given us, for the support of the bodily and earthly life,
earthly and common bread, which is subservient thereto and is common to
all men, even as life itself. But for the support of the spiritual and heavenly
life which believers have He has sent a living bread, which descended from
heaven,4 namely, Jesus Christ,5 who nourishes and strengthens the spiritual
life of believers6 when they eat Him, that is to say, when they appropriate
and receive Him by faith in the spirit.7
In order that He might represent unto us this spiritual and heavenly bread,
Christ has instituted earthly and visible bread as a sacrament of His body,
and wine as a sacrament of His blood,8 to testify by them unto us that, as certainly as we receive and hold this sacrament in our hands and eat and drink
the same with our mouths, by which our life is afterwards nourished, we also
do as certainly receive by faith9 (which is the hand and mouth of our soul)
the true body and blood of Christ our only Savior, in our souls, for the support of our spiritual life.
Now, as it is certain and beyond all doubt that Jesus Christ has not
enjoined to us the use of His sacraments in vain, so He works in us all that
He represents to us by these holy signs, though the manner surpasses our
understanding and cannot be comprehended by us, as the operations of the
Holy Spirit are hidden and incomprehensible.10 In the meantime we err not
when we say that what is eaten and drunk by us is the proper and natural
body and the proper blood of Christ. But the manner of our partaking of the
same is not by the mouth, but by the spirit through faith. Thus, then, though
Christ always sits at the right hand of His Father in the heavens,11 yet does
He not therefore cease to make us partakers of Himself by faith.
This feast is a spiritual table, at which Christ communicates Himself with
all His benefits to us, and gives us there to enjoy both Himself and the merits
of His sufferings and death:12 nourishing, strengthening, and comforting our
poor comfortless souls by the eating of His flesh, quickening and refreshing
them by the drinking of His blood.

Further, though the sacraments are connected with the thing signified
nevertheless both are not received by all men.13 The ungodly indeed receives
the sacrament to his condemnation, but he does not receive the truth of the
sacrament, even as Judas and Simon the sorcerer both indeed received the
sacrament not Christ who was signified by it,14 of whom believers only are
made partakers.15
Lastly, we receive this holy sacrament in the assembly of the people
of God,16 with humility and reverence, keeping up among us a holy
remembrance of the death of Christ our Savior, with thanksgiving, making
confession of our faith and of the Christian religion.17 Therefore no one
ought to come to this table without having previously rightly examined
himself, lest by eating of this bread and drinking of this cup he eat and
drink judgment to himself.18 In a word, we are moved by the use of this
holy sacrament to a fervent love of God and our neighbor.
Therefore we reject all mixtures and damnable inventions which men
have added unto and blended with the sacraments, as profanations of them;
and affirm that we ought to rest satisfied with the ordinance which Christ
and His apostles have taught us, and that we must speak of them in the
same manner as they have spoken.
1. Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1Cor 11:23-26; 2. Jn 3:5-6; 3. Jn 5:25;
4. Jn 6:51 5. Jn 6:48-51; 6. Jn 6:63; 10:10; 7. Jn 6:40, 47; 8. Jn 6:55; 1Cor 10:16;
9. Eph 3:17; 10. Jn 3:8; 11. Mk 16:19; Acts 3:21; 12. Rom 8:32; 1Cor 10:3-4;
13. 1Cor 2:14; 14. Lk 22:21-22; Acts 8:13, 21; 15. Jn 3:36; 16. Acts 2:42, 20:7;
17. Acts 2:46; 1Cor 11:26 18. 1Cor 11:28,29

Now, unto Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,
and has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. (Rev 1:5,6)
AMEN
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
SERVING OF COMMUNION
Lift up your spirits and hearts on high.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE OFFERING

* PSALM 117: Praise Jehovah, All Ye Nations
Praise Jehovah, all ye nations, all ye people praise proclaim;
For his grace and lovingkindness, O sing praises to his name.
For the greatness of his mercy, Constant praise to him accord;
Evermore his truth endureth; Hallelujah, praise the Lord.
* BENEDICTION
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(Rom 15:13,5-6)

AMEN

Reach out to your Sisters and Brothers
in Christ, upholding them in prayer,
and encouraging one another
in the one true Faith

Lord’s Day Worship Service (9:30)

* CALL TO WORSHIP
* PSALM 25 v. 1-9: Lord, I Lift My Soul To Thee
READING OF THE LAW and CONFESSION OF SIN
* HYMN: I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
PASTORAL PRAYER
* O.T. TEXT: Psalm 134, A Song Of Ascents
Psa. 134:1 Come, bless Yahweh, all you servants of the LORD,
who stand by night in the house of the LORD!
2 Lift up your hands to the holy place
and bless the LORD!
3 May the LORD bless you from Zion,
he who made heaven and earth!

* N.T. TEXT: John 2:18-22; 1Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20;
Revelation 7:4, 9-17
John 2:18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing
these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three
days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to
build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was
speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed
the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

1Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him.
For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.
1Cor. 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
Rev. 7:4 And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel:
9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels
were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed
in white robes, and from where have they come?” 14 I said to him, “Sir,
you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb.
15 “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his
presence. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall
not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb in the midst of the
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
SERMON: Blessings From The House
* PSALM 134: Come, Bless The LORD With One Accord
OFFERING
* TRINITARIAN DOXOLOGY (tune: Praise the Savior)
For his favor, praise forever unto God the Father sing.
Praise the Savior, praise him ever, Son of God, our Lord and King.
Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit he doth us salvation bring.
* BENEDICTION
____________________________________________________
OPPORTUNITY FOR QUESTIONS

Matters for Prayer
Prayer for our Church and personal matters
1. Pasadena URC
a. Ministry: preaching, absentees, sins, unity, love
b. Member’s needs: health, finances, family, intimacy
2. Concerns about friends and family
Prayer for the growth of the Kingdom
3. Local evangelism
a. Neighbors
b. Schools
4. URCNA, sister Churches
5. Domestic Church plants
6. International missions
______________________________________________________________
Please utilize the prayer maps you were provided showing the mission works and
Church planting of the United Reformed Churches in North America.
Pray for the Church’s mission to the world, this week focusing on unreached
peoples groups.

1. Singapore (10/25) Church has freedom and has grown, but evangelism
can be considered as undermining society and is discouraged
2. Slovakia (10/26) many are traditionalists, and lukewarm to the Gospel
Need for genuine faith
3. Slovenia (10/27) unbelief and agnosticism growing, Reformation had
been violently suppressed, little witness of the Gospel
4. Solomon Islands (10/28) the nation is a patchwork of tribes, nominally
Christian, but hard to work together; many cults growing
5. Somalia (10/29-10/30) chaotic land, Islam dominant, Christians hated
and persecuted
6. South Africa (10/31-11/1) large Christian presence, both orthodox and
heretical, need for the Church to preach and live the Truth
_____________________________________________________________
Pray for our nation and state
1. That Christian Churches preach the pure word of the Gospel
2. That Christians understand orthodox doctrine and live Christ honoring
lives of gratitude
3. Those who are in positions of power serve with humility and wisdom
4. That wars will cease, and peace will come
5. Christians will rise up to minister to the men and women whose lives
are destroyed due to gross immorality and sinful lives.
______________________________________________________________
Among our own congregation:
1. Faithfulness to our membership vows
2. That we learn to love Christ’s body, the Church, our fellow believers,
and practice this love tangibly
3. Dr. Swanson had surgery and is recovering well
_______________________________________________________________
Please inform the Church of matters for prayer.

